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USACE Continuing Authorities Program
As of the Water Resources Development Act 2024

• Group of nine legislative 
authorities under which USACE 
can plan, design, and implement 
certain types of water resources 
projects without additional project 
specific congressional 
authorization.

• Purpose - to plan and implement 
projects of limited size, cost, scope 
and complexity. 

• Project sizes $5M-$20M



USACE Continuing Authorities Program
As of the Water Resources Development Act 2024

• Feasibility Phase
• alternatives analyses, 
• initial design and cost estimating, 
• environmental analyses, and 
• real estate evaluations
• Federally funded up to $100,000 
• Any remaining feasibility phase costs are shared 50/50 



USACE Continuing Authorities Program
As of the Water Resources Development Act 2024

• Design and Implementation Phase 
• Final design, 
• preparation of contract plans and specifications, 
• permitting, 
• real estate acquisition, 
• project contracting and construction, and 
• any other activities required to construct or implement the approved project

• USACE and the non-federal sponsor sign a project partnership agreement 
(PPA) at the beginning of the design and implementation phase. 

• The design and implementation phase is cost shared according to the 
authorizing legislation for that project type.



USACE Continuing Authorities
As of the Water Resources Development Act 2024
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Example CAP Projects
• San Francisquito Creek, Section 205, Santa Clara County, CA
$15.4M Project to alleviate flooding along the creek

• Salmon River Flood Damage Control Project at East Haddam, CT, Sec 205, 
$2.3M Ice Control Structure and Sedimentation Basin

• Mountlake Terrace Lake Ballinger, Sec 206 Aquatic Ecosystem, Seattle WA, 
Restoration 

$6M Wetlands and riparian corridor restoration

•  Dry Creek Restoration, Sec 1135, Sonoma County, CA, 
$10M Invasive species removal and riparian restoration



Questions?
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